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Six of the 16 rahhis who were arrested during the civil rights pratests of 1964 return For the S0th anniversary of the signing of the Civil Rights
Act. Paul Ortiz of the University of Florida moderated a pane| discussion with the rabbis on Tuesday at Flagher College in the Victoria Roam.
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rabbis talked abour why
they answered King's
request, how coming to
5t. Augustine that hot
summer shaped their lives
and the reception they
received from the resi-
dents here,

Levy recalled the warm
welcome the 17 received
when they entered the
5t. Paul AME Church 50
years ago.

“We were taken into
the homes of people in the
church with such hogpital-
ity and warmth and wel-
comethatthe nextmorning
when we went outside and
would see blacks walking
in the street and whites
walking in the street, my
instinctive feeling was to
be frightened of the whites
and to feel at ease with the
blacks in the community,”
Levy said, “To my shame,
I don't know that I have
ever felt that before. So, if
you were to ask about how
we were received, we were
received in a life-changing
manner.”

Center  was
overflow-
ing Tuesday
evening  as
members of
the commu-
nity  gath-
ered to hear
the swories
of six rabbis
who came
suffer worse.

ON THE PANEL

W fabibi Daniel Fogel, of the
Morth Shore Synagogue in Syos-
S, Mow York.

W Rabibi bsrael Si Dresner,

of Wayne, ML, a renowned
Freedom Rider and friend of Dr.
Martin Luther King br. who later
earned the tithe as the “most
arrested rabbi in America.”

W fabbi Jerrokd Gokdstein, who
servies as volunteer Secredary of
the Sandra Caplan Community
Bet Din in Encing, Calif., since
retiring in 2005

W Rabbi Alen Secher, a Freedom

Though Rovinsky
referred to the rabbis as
“our heroes” in opening
remarks, more than one of
the rabbis said they were
not heroes.

Rabbi Israel Si Dresner,
who was a friend of King's,
was one of them.

He talked about the
cou of in the
A.Eﬁc.:"f:-ﬁm;’:i.:?ulf com-
munity, like Robert B.
Hayling, who risked his
life every day, and the Rev.
Frederick Lee Shuttles-

least one of them thought
he'd never see again,
"When 1 was driving
in last night and saw the
sigm, "5t Augustine,’ | was
stunned,” said Rabbi Rich-
ard Levy. "I never thought
I would come back here.”
Levy and the other five
panelists  were  among
17 rabbis who came o
St Augustine at King's
request at the height of the
movement. They knew
they would be arrested.
They feared they would

“I can't tell you how
frightened I was,” Rabhbi
Allen Secher said. “Hold-
ing a young black girls

life™
The panel

cal Society.

hand and walking for a
couple of hours — the
scariest 24 hours of my

discus-
sion was part of a two-
day Justice, Justice 1964
event organized by the St
Augustine Jewish Histori-

“We chose the name
Justice, Justice 194 from
a passage from Deuter-
onomy that says, "Justice,
and only justice, shall you
pursue,” said event orga-
nizer Carol Rovinsky.

During the two-hour

panel  discussion, the
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battle day and night, week
after week, month after

; month, year after year™

Rider and pioneer in the use of Paul Ortiz, panel mod-
muitimedia technigues in ser- erator and director of the
manic expression from Flathead Samuel Proetor Oral Histo-
County, Mont. ry Program at the Univer-

W Rabbi Richasd N. Levy,
recipient of the 1994 Covenant
Award lor Jewich educators and
current rabbi and director of
spiritual growth of the Campus
Synagogue in Los Angeles.

m Rabbi Hanan Sills, a former
1.5, Navy chaplain with the
Marine Corps and a congre-
gational rabbi of 5,000 from
Eugene, Ore,

worth, who tried to inte-
grate the beaches, and [T,
Johnson, a young black
man who jumped into
the segregated pool at the
Monson Motor Lodge.
“You've lionized us,
and we really appreciate
that. I thank :'::ru?ncm the
bottom of my heart, but
the real heroes are not the
people who came down
here for a couple of days —
namely us,” Dresner said.
“The real heroes were
the people who fought the

sity of Florida agreed that
there were many people
to be proud of during that
summer, but the city itsell
deserves some credit.

“For a year or more 5t.
Augustine, Florida, was
one of the most impor-
tant cities not only in the
United States, but it was
one of the most important
cities in the entire world,”
Ortiz said. “The city was
at the center of the great-
est questions of the day
— the questions of equal-
ity, human rights and dig-
nity, and how we relate to
each other as individuals.
‘The city has so much to be
proud of.”

In addition to film-
ing the panel discussion,
the oral history program
interviewed several of the
rabbis during their wvisit.
Once edited, those inter-
views will be available on
the program's Youtube
channel.



